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USING THE PONTIAC ORAL HISTORIES – A GUIDE FOR STUDENTS 

 

Please think about the impact that the ways you use the oral histories may have. 

In oral histories, human beings reveal aspects of their lives, thoughts, emotions, or other personal 

information. It may have been the first time they talked openly about their life experience. The 

memories they share are deeply personal; they could even be painful to them or their descendants. 

What they said at the time may take on a different meaning today. 

 

LISTEN 

To more fully understand interviews: 

• Study the historical context. – Learn about the time, place, events, and culture that shaped the 
experiences shared by the interviewees.  

• Think about the source. – What information is available about the interviewee? The 
interviewer? When and where was the interview conducted? How might any of this effect the 
content of the interview? 

• Listen to the interview carefully.  

o Use background knowledge to deepen your understanding of what the interviewee is 
talking about. 

o Think about what you did NOT hear in the interview. Identify what may be missing. 
What questions do you have about what you heard? 

o Review the interview more than once. Read the transcripts closely, noting details that 
are of particular interest or that raise questions for you. 

• Corroborate information across multiple sources. 

o Explore different sources to confirm the accuracy of important details. 

Note that online sources or materials in the Oakland University Archives can provide corroboration or 

help answer questions. 

 

CREATE 

Editing is a process of: 

• Selecting – choosing pieces of the interview that you want to feature, and 

• Recombining - putting quotations and excerpts of interviews together in a new way, different 

from the original material, possibly with the addition of other, external materials. 

The way that you choose to juxtapose different pieces creates meaning in the viewer’s mind. This 

requires the editor to be responsible, honorable, and respectful and to make careful choices. 
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Here are some guidelines: 

• Respect the truth. 

o Stay true to the meaning and intent of the original source material. 

o Tell the story with accuracy – names, dates, places, etc. 

• Honor the trust of your viewer. – Avoid misleading or confusing the viewer. 

o Review how you juxtapose or edit pieces of interviews together to be sure it tells the 

story that you want to create. 

o Understand the emotional impact of music and sound effects. Use these responsibly to 

tell an accurate story. 

• Respect the interviewee. – Create a story that the interviewee would appreciate. 

o The interviewee is sharing a personal story. Be considerate of sensitive aspects and the 

possible vulnerability of the interviewee. 

o Ask yourself how the interviewee would feel about your video. 

 

RESPECT COPYRIGHT 

Keep in mind that copyrights to the contents of the recordings and transcripts remains with the original 

interviewees or their descendants. This means that you are given access to these materials strictly for 

educational and research purposes for your podcasting class assignment. For this purpose, you can: 

• Listen to and read the oral histories as often as needed 

• Take notes, copy excerpts for your own use 

• Use short quotes in the podcasts you will create for your class 

Make sure that you understand the Researcher form that you fill out the first time you visit the Archives. 

The fact that recordings and transcripts are provided to you does not constitute a right to copy, make a 

profit from or publish these oral history materials. For example: 

• Do not share any links or any parts of the materials 

• Do not transmit your notes or excerpts you copied to other people outside your class 

• Do not make recordings of parts or the entirety of the audio files 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Parts 1 and 2 are adapted from Densho Digital Repository, “Using Materials in the DDR”, 

https://ddr.densho.org/using/   

https://ddr.densho.org/using/
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Oral History Association Best Practices 

https://www.oralhistory.org/best-practices/  

“All those who use oral history interviews after they are made accessible should strive for intellectual 

honesty and the best application of the skills of their discipline. This includes 

a. avoiding stereotypes, misrepresentations, and manipulations of the narrator’s words; 

b. striving to retain the integrity of the narrator’s perspective; 

c. recognizing the subjectivity of the interview, including, when possible, verification of 
information presented as factual; 

d. interpreting and contextualizing the narrative according to the professional standards of the 
applicable scholarly disciplines; 

e. contextualizing oral history excerpts; 

f. providing a citation to the location of the full oral history.” 

 

Resources at Kresge Library 

Polk’s Pontiac City Directory. Detroit, Mich: R.L. Polk, 1927-1930, 1945-1946,1948,1950,1952-1953. 

• Useful to locate people, institutions, and businesses in Pontiac 

Woods, Esmo. Pontiac : the Making of a U.S. Automobile Capital, 1818-1950. Detroit: E. Woods, 1992. 

• A general history of Pontiac 

  Russell, Anne D. Blacks in Pontiac.  Rev. ed. Pontiac, Mich: Russell, 1977. 

• Biographies of selected Pontiac Black residents. 

Kilmer, Natalie. Pontiac Township, 1827-1983 : the End of an Era.  Pontiac, Mich: 1983. 

Brieger, Gottfried. Pontiac, Michigan : a Postcard Album.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia Publishing, 2000. 

• A collection of nearly 200 images that tells the story of Pontiac, from the early days to the 

present 

Smith, Carleton W. The 1967 Pontiac Area Study.  Rochester, Mich: Oakland University, 1968. 

• A demographic and opinion survey of Pontiac residents in 1967. 

 

See also the full list of Pontiac-related sources. 

To access these resources, contact Archives and Special Collections 

 

https://www.oralhistory.org/best-practices/
https://col-oakland.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,Pontiac%20(Mich.),AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&sortby=rank&vid=01COL_OAKLAND:OU&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0&came_from=pagination_2_1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCqDGnHbAHyZOJoLK5AJGaf-RvntjaTSiSE-_SwfU4ZPWTxg/viewform
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Online sources on Pontiac 

Oakland County Historical Resources 

Digitized local history materials from local cultural heritage organizations. 

Other local history collections 

The Digital Public Library of America offers online access to other digital collections about Oakland 

County 

Library of Congress digital collections 

Photographs, maps, and other resources about Oakland County 

Hathi Trust Digital Library – Publications on Pontiac 

Digitized books, reports, and other publications on Pontiac (some in full view, others search only) 

 

Example of oral history podcasts 

Oral History Archives Podcasts, Rutgers University 

https://oralhistory.rutgers.edu/podcasts  

http://www.oaklandcountyhistory.org/knowvation/app/consolidatedSearch/
https://dp.la/search?partner=Michigan%20Service%20Hub
https://www.loc.gov/search/?fa=location:oakland+county%7Clocation:pontiac
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Search/Home?lookfor=%22%20Pontiac%20(Mich.)%22&type=subject&inst=
https://oralhistory.rutgers.edu/podcasts

