
 
EC 593: Searching Strategies and Suggestions 

Identifying Starting Points for Your Search 
 

  

 

Rule #1: 
Choose the most important words 
that describe your topic. These 
become your search terms, or 
keywords. 

 

Example: 
Topic: How does screen time impact child development? 

 

contains these keywords: 

 

screen time; impact; child development 

 

Rule #2: 
Put “quotation marks” around 
phrases to ensure that the entire 
phrase appears in any results. 
 

Tip: Only use this for common phrases of two words or more that 
you want the database to find as a single term: 

                        “screen time”               “child development” 
                     “young children”       “early childhood education” 

 
** Single keywords do not need quotation marks ** 
teenagers          toddlers          health          computers 

 

Tips for Revising Your Search 

 

                    
 
Narrowing 
 
Make your 
search terms 
or topic more 
specific to get 
more focused 
results. 

 
 
 

  
 

Broadening 
 

Use fewer words or 
less specific search 

terms to get a 
larger pool of 

results.  

Try Synonyms 
 

“screen time” “child development” impact 

 

Mining a Record 
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In the record for 

relevant item, browse 

for additional search 

terms to try. 

Be sure to check the 

title, abstract, and 

subject terms! 
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Still Stuck? Here are Some Additional Suggestions… 

FIRST AND FOREMOST: Break down your topic into its component parts, and look for information about each 

of those parts. From whatever you find, synthesize the information so it’s relevant for YOUR topic. It’s really, 

really, REALLY important to note: You will NOT find a treasure trove of articles that are all PERFECTLY focused 

on all parts of your research topic. The point of you doing your own research is to add something new to the 

conversation, not to just regurgitate what others have done! Make connections across what you find! 

Identify new ways of investigating a tactic or applying knowledge! 

 

Other Tactics to Try: 

 Use the ERIC or PsycINFO thesaurus tools to find alternate terms, or broader / narrower key words 

 Search for articles that analyze the existing literature on a topic – these kinds of articles may be use 

one of the following terms: 

o “systematic review” 

o “meta-analysis” 

o “meta-synthesis”  

 Use an article’s references or the articles that have cited it since publication to find similar resources 

o Google Scholar is an excellent tool for finding which scholars have cited a specific work! 

 Try searching a different resource – while ERIC is a good starting point, if you’re not finding what you 

need there, don’t waste your time! Other potentially useful resources include: 

o JSTOR 

o PsycINFO 

o Library OneSearch 

o Google Scholar 

 Refer to the reference lists in other master’s students’ theses or doctoral students’ dissertations on 

your topic – what references do they cite? What resources have they used? 

 Consider what organizations or associations might be connected to your topic – a number of these 

organizations are listed on the EC 593 library guide. Check these websites to see if they list: 

o Important figures in the field – search the library databases for these people’s names! 

o Key terms or concepts – the technical terms may be different than what we use to describe 

your research topic in everyday conversation 

o Important research or work 

 Take a look at the Handbook of research on the education of young children or one of our focused 

encyclopedia resources 

o The Handbook will tell you more about how research has been conducted with certain 

populations of children or around certain topics over time 

o The encyclopedias can provide you with factual information about your topic or population, 

including key terms or scholars you can use to better hone your search for information 

 Consider whether your topic needs to shift a bit – this might mean becoming more focused or broader, 

depending on the issues you’re encountering 

 

Still stuck? Schedule a 1:1 research consultation with Amanda Nichols Hess - nicholshess.youcanbook.me 


